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SEEN 
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СУ 


YES, ፲ KNOW 
ABOUT HIM. 
BANBA MIDDLE 
SCHOOL... HE 
WAS KNOWN AS 


че 
— _ 22 


5 552% 





DOES 
ANYONE 
HAVE 
Some- 
THING 
LIKE ል 
CRAYON? 
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THIS 16 А MAP 
OF THE MIDDLE 
SCHOOLS IN 
OUR AREA, АМР 
HOW MUCH 
CLOUT EACH 
SCHOOL НАР. 
THE AREA САМ 
ROUGHLY BE 
SPLIT INTO SIX 


SECTIONS. 
N 
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FIRST OFF 
THIS ве 
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IN THE 
SOUTHERN 
DISTRICT, 

SHIGEMASA 

FROM SHIBA 

MIPPLE WAS 
MAKING А 
NAME FOR 
HIMSELF. 



























































THEN, 
EBIZUKA 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL, 
WHERE т/м 
FROM, IS 
HERE IN THE 
NORTHERN 
DISTRICT. 1 















THEN NEXT 
TO THAT IN 
тне NORTH- 
WESTERN 
DISTRICT, A 


























THEN THERE’S 
THE CENTRAL 
DISTRICT RIGHT 
IN THE MIDDLE. 
THE ONE WHO 


CONTROLLED 
THIS AREA WAS 
KATO HIDEYO- 
SHI OF КУОКА 
MIDDLE. 





























| KYÖKA'S 
seno |, = ЭБҮ | 
тнетог BK и | | 
OF THAT > ке 
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pip YOU 


I see. SOIF I 
HAD GONE TO 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL HERE, 
THEN IT'S 
POSSIBLE T 
COULD'VE 
RULED THEM 


THING? 

















HIDEYOSHI'S 
DREAM 
CRUMBLED 
AS SOON AS 
HE TOOK THAT 
FIRST STEP 
INTO THE 
WESTERN 
DISTRICT ... 
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THEN НЕ 
SET ойт 
то RULE 

ALL OF 
тне 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOLS, 
не 
STARTED 

BY INVAD- 
ING THE 

WESTERN 

DISTRICT. 





ALL. 


THE 
HIDEYOSHI 
OF THAT 
TIME, WHO 
BECAME 
THE TOP OF 
KYOKA 
MIDDLE IN 
HIS SECOND 
YEAR, was 
A FORCE TO 
ве RECK- 
ONEP WITH. 
HE TOOK 
OVER THE 
CENTRAL 
DISTRICT IN 
THE BLINK 
OF AN EYE. 

















THERE wAS A 
MAJOR PLAYER. 
IN THE WESTERN 
DISTRICT. THAT 
WAS NAKAJIMA 

SHINSUKE, OF 
BANBA MIDDLE. 
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IN THE END, 
BALANCE ; 
РЕМАМЕР Fer 
BETWEEN 5 
THESE SIX инан 
PISTRICTS THE WEST, 
AND WE HIDEYOSHI 
EVENTUALLY COULDN'T 
ALL GRADU- PUSH 
ATED. 1 
|| FORWARD. 






























































1 see... 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOLERS 
HAVE THEIR 
OWN WORLD 




































































































































































































































































































































































мер 
GET INTO 
FIGHTS 
FOR ABSO- 
LUTELY NO 
REASON. 














| Trung 
å | ||| AMMONITE FOSSIL 
አን matte 


























Discovered by an elementary 
student during a field trip. 


NOTHING LIKE 
THAT НАР BEEN 
FOUND ON THAT 

MOUNTAIN UP 
UNTIL THEN. SO 
HE WAS IN THE 








FOR OUR THIRD 
YEAR FIELP TRIP 
WE WENT HIKING 

ATA PLACE 


CALLEP MOUNT 
MIMYOU. THERE, 
НЕ HAPPENED 
ON TO AN AMMO- 
NITE FOSSIL. 





NEWSPAPER, 
SMILING WITH 
HIS STUPID. 
FACE. 

























THEN THE NEXT 
PAY, НЕ WAS 
INTRODUCED ON 
THE SCHOOL'S 
NOON BROAD- 
CAST. THE 
PRINCIPAL 
ASKED HOW HE 
FOUNP IT, AND 
THAT IPIOT... 








THE WHOLE 
SCHOOL 
WAS IN 
HYSTERICS. 
HE BECAME 
KNOWN AS 
AMMONITE 
SHINSUKE. 












































HEY HIDE- 
YOSHI, pip 
YOU HEAR? 
THAT AMMO 
GUY JOINEP 
KUROTAKI. 











NO KIPPING. 
WHO WOULP 
HAVE THOUGHT 
THEY WOULD 
MAKE HIM AN 
OFFICER... 


























IT LOOKS 
LIKE THE 
RUMORS 
ABOUT THE 
KUROTAKI 
CHAIRMAN 
ARE TRUE. 








WHAT ፲ WAS 
SURPRISED 
BY IS THE 
FACT THAT 
АММО IS 
QUIETLY 
FOLLOWING 
SOMEONE. 





Like THAT. 


LIKE BEING 
CALLED THE 
TOP OF 


SUZURAN; 
HE DOESN'T 
LIKE IT. 
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IMAGINE WHAT 
WOULD HAPPEN IF 
KUROTAKI SWEPT 

UP EVERYONE. AND 






е: ^ MEANWHILE WE'D 
KNOW WHO ВЕ SITTING HERE 
cares!” THAT ALL CAREFREE. 
DOESN'T FLY IN ТНАТ? BE A HEAD- 
OUR WORLD. ACHE AND А HALF. 








AAN 
Su 
ix 


IF THINGS GO 
ON LIKE THIS, 
EVERYTHING IN 
THIS AREA WILL 
ве UNDER 
AMMO'S 
CONTROL BY 
THE TIME IT'S 
OUR TURN. 





GEE, AND 




















































































































SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU 
COULP HAVE 
EVERYTHING 
IF YOU WERE 
TO PUT YOUR 
MIND TO IT. 

















WHY DON'T 
YOU АМ 
FOR THE 

HEAVENS? 








YOU HAVE 
HIROMI-SAN, 


HONJOU-SAN, 
SUGIHARA-SAN, 
AND OTHER 
STRONG MEN 
FOLLOWING 
You! ЕМЕМ 
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WELL, I'M 
KINPA SLEEPY 
NOW. SORRY, 
BUTLET'S TALK 
ABOUT IT SOME 
OTHER TINE. 


ICAN'T 
BELIEVE THAT 


OF THE FRONT, 
AND BITOU 
FROM HOUSEN. 


EVEN so, 
THERE'S NO 
DOUBT HE'S 
THE TOP OF 

SUZURAN! 
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22 LE 1% 3 Е HAVE 
wi 
ረ 


WII 2 XN 
И AE | = 10 move 
NANA 


Now. 


V A N NS 


АА SN ØVER 


AMMO 15. 
PEFINITELY 
GOING TO 
BECOME THE 
SECOND- 
GENERATION 
CHAIRMAN OF 
KUROTAKI. 





YOU GET 
WHAT I'M 
SAYING? 
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LESS ABOUT BEING 
THE LEADER OF 
SUZURAN, TAKING 
OVER OR THINGS 
LIKE THAT. HE SAYS 
IT'S ALL TRIVIAL. 










AMMO ISN'T 


WHO HE USED THAT'S WHY 
To ВЕ. HE'S ል IT'S UP TO 
FULL-FLEDGED US FIRST 
LIEUTENANT OF YEARS ТО 
THE KUROTAKI GET THINGS 
ALLIANCE. STARTED. 











THAT'S WHY 
WE NEED TO 
MAKE HARU- 
мен! MOVE, 
BY ANY MEANS 
NECESSARY! 












































BUT THINKING 
OF MAKING 
HARUMICHI 

FIGHT KURO- 

TAKI AGAINST 
HIS WILL... 
THAT'S NOT 

ике YOU. 





INVOLVED 
LIKE THIS. 


I KNOW 
YOU'RE 
SORE 
BECAUSE 
YOU THINK 
HE'S YOUR 











AROUND AND 
SOMEDAY 
АММО WILL 
HAND US 
OUR ASSES! 



























































WHO KNOWS. BUT 
EVEN IF THAT НАР- 
РЕМЕР, YOU'P FACE 

HIM ALONE IF YOU 
HAP TO, WOULPN’T 

YOU? ISN'T THAT 

YOUR WAY? 




















































































































































































FROM 
WHAT I'M 
HEARING, 
IT SOUNDS 

AS IF 
SUZURAN 

WILL BE NO 
MATCH... 

















SO ARE YOU 
TRYING TO SAY 
THAT THERE'LL 
ВЕ NO HOPE OF 

BEATING AMMO'S 
KUROTAKI ALLI- 
АМСЕ, EVEN IF 
THE FIVE OF US 

JOIN FORCES AND 

UNIFY SUZURAN? 
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АМР AS LONG AS 
МЕ DON'T MOVE, 
NEITHER SHOULP 
АММО. HE’S PUT 
HIMSELF INTO A 
“CAGE” CALLED 
KUROTAKI. 










































I'M SURE HARU- 
MICHI-SAN ISN'T 
THE TYPE OF 
PERSON WHO'D 
WANT TO MAKE 
SUCH ል “CAGE.” 
AND YOU'RE NOT 
SOMEONE WHO'D 
WANT ТО BE IN 
ONE, RIGHT? 
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Even though it pisses 
me off, becquse it Feels 
like they swayed me, 
they're right. That's 
not like me! Not at all... 
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DID YOU HEAR 
THE RUMORS 
ABOUT SUZURAN, 
SHINSUKE? THAT 
BASTARD HIDE- 
YOSHI WASN'T 


ABLE TO TAKE 

THE TOP SPOT. 

NEITHER WAS 
бока. 


2 
Ж 





W 
4 
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вит тне оме 
THING THAT 

BOTHERS ме 

IS ТНАТ 

HIDEYOSHI 
AND GUNUI, 

AND THE GUY 
WHO BEAT 


THOSE TWO, 
ARE АТ 
SUZURAN. 

















He might not know about 
Kurotaki tradition, but 
Shinsuke, like Bulldog, has 
many sad tales about girls. 








YOU REALLY 
MUST HAVE 
NOTHING TO 


Hideyoshi, Gunji Zetton, 
Yonezaki, Masa, and then 
Shinsuke and Andou... 


These young crows will grow as 
they find themselves battered 
and bruised and in the midst of 
numerous battles. But that's a 
tale for the years to come... 



































YOU'LL бет. 
WET IF YOU 


STAY HERE 
MUCH LONGER. 
IT'S GOING TO 

RAIN SOON. 








Right about) 
(when Haru) 


Гага | 
(Bit were | 







The person who SHUT 
answered was БАЛ 

опе of Ryushin's Sch 24 
теп who had ` E 

been taking care 
























of the scrap 1 
уага. jl 










The person ^ 
calling was 
Kiiko... 











I SAID, 
TERU WAS 
STABBED! 


GET THE 
DETAILS 
FROM PARKO. 
HE'S ON HIS 
WAY OVER TO 
YOUR PLACE 



































Ryushin he heard 


this news and 


| chortly after | 


Шан 
| ‚it started to 
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IF I WERE TO SPEAK MY MIND... PART52 








“Really? l've fallen to tenth place... Okay. Crows is so good that the 
readers must seem to have trouble keeping up." That was the stupid 
conclusion | had reached. That's why | wasn't very depressed, and | was 
able to continue to have fun and just draw (ah ha ha). 


That was when it started to gain popularity. 
But in any case,l was still concerned about 1 位 
the survey.In those days, if your results were 72 24. 
bad, you were cut. Crows was almost closed, va 

位 


but it was around chapter 14 ог 15,abouta үс 
year since | had started publishing, and | had 


placed first. After | had placed first, I stopped Ф 

asking about results. Change meant а drop, 5 = N 

and l wasn't going to give up first place. ና Y 33, 
А 


Му dream of releasing а tank was realized,and so here 

I am. Crows is at 18 volumes, and has been published for 

б years. There were a few times when | had fallen into a slump, and I 
started to go bald, and there were many a sleepless night, but none of 
that matters. 


When l was 19,1felt that | was walking, no being pulled on rails that 
other people had built for me.I knew I couldn't do that so | came down 
from the rails and headed towards a path, not knowing what was 
waiting for me. | opened my eyes wide so | could see in the darkness, 
and feeling with my hands and feet, | slowly headed forward. Some- 
times | took some missteps and got hurt, but | was heading into the 
darkness, because there was the small light that | would become a 
mangaka. | was walking with my own feet, and | could feel that | was 
free. Whatever may happen to me while I walk down this path, doesn't 
matter at all. 
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When | reached the light and became a mangaka, | was able to meet 
people that | would have been unable to meet if | had stayed on the 
rails. When | met them | thought, “It was good that | came off the rails. 
It was good that I didn't give up and headed down that path. | wasn't 
wrong." 


My path doesn't end here. There is still a long way's to go. And | see 
another small light... An unknown path.It doesn't matter! That's why 
I'm able to go forward. use all of my senses and advance. How excit- 
ing is that?! 


That's why Гме decided to conclude "Becoming a Mangaka; which I 
have done since Volume 4. 


I've gone on and on about myself, but if you were to ask me what | was 
trying to say, | don't really know what to say. But if | were to... it would 
probably be that I'm not that bad of a guy. 
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